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three years or until a successor is
elected and qualified.

(b) The county committee shall se-
lect a secretary who shall be the coun-
ty executive director, other employee
of the county committee, or the county
agricultural extension agent for the
county. If the county agricultural ex-
tension agent is not selected as sec-
retary to the county committee, that
person shall be an ex officio member of
the county committee but shall not
have the power to vote.

[52 FR 48512, Dec. 23, 1987, as amended at 53
FR 23750, June 24, 1988]

§ 7.12 Tie votes.
(a) Tie votes in community com-

mittee elections held by mail or poll-
ing place method shall be settled by
lot. Tie votes in such elections held by
the meeting method which cannot be
settled by further balloting on the
same day shall be settled by lot. In
counties with one local administrative
area, a tie vote in determining the
chairperson and vice chairperson of the
county committee which cannot be set-
tled by further balloting on the same
day shall be settled by lot.

(b) In the county or local administra-
tive area convention, tie votes which
cannot be settled by further balloting
on the same day shall be settled by lot.

§ 7.13 Vacancies.
(a) In case of a vacancy in the office

of chairperson of county or community
committee, the respective vice chair-
person shall become chairperson; in
case of a vacancy in the office of vice
chairperson, the respective third mem-
ber shall become vice chairperson; in
case of a vacancy in the office of the
third member, the respective first al-
ternate shall become the third mem-
ber; and in case of a vacancy in the of-
fice of the first alternate, the respec-
tive second alternate shall become the
first alternate. When unanimously rec-
ommended by the three members of the
county committee, as constituted
under this paragraph and paragraph (c)
of this section, and approved by the
State committee, the offices of chair-
person and vice chairperson of the
county committee may be filled from
such membership without regard to the
order of succession prescribed in this

paragraph or the action of the dele-
gates to the county convention.

(b) In case of a vacancy in the panel
of delegates to the local administrative
area or county convention, the respec-
tive community committee alternates
shall act as delegates.

(c) In the event that a vacancy, other
than one caused by temporary absence,
occurs in the membership of the coun-
ty committee and no alternate is avail-
able to fill the vacancy, the State com-
mittee shall call a meeting of the dele-
gates of the appropriate community
committees to elect persons to fill such
vacancies as exist in the membership
of the county committee and in the
panel of alternates, except as provided
in § 7.28 of this part.

(d) In the event that a vacancy, other
than one caused by temporary absence,
occurs in the membership of the com-
munity committee and no alternate is
available to fill the vacany, a special
election shall be held to fill such va-
cancies as exist in the membership and
in the panel of alternates.

§ 7.14 Appeals.

(a) Any eligible voter in the county
may appeal to the county committee in
writing or in person, or both:

(1) The eligibility or ineligibility of a
person to vote,

(2) The eligibility of a person to hold
office, and

(3) The validity of the community
committee elections. Such appeal must
be made within 15 days of the election
date, except that appeals on a deter-
mination of eligibility of a person nom-
inated by petition must be made within
7 days of the date of notification of in-
eligibility.

(b) Any eligible voter in the county
may appeal to the State committee in
writing, in person, or both:

(1) A county committee decision on
an election appeal. An appeal of a
county committee decision must be
made within 15 days of the notification
of the decision, and

(2) The validity of a county conven-
tion. An appeal on the validity of a
county convention must be made with-
in 15 days of the county convention.
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